BROWN LOAM SYNTHETIC No. 2 drought-tolerant white clover (Trifolium repens L.) germplasm (Reg. no. GP-1) (PI 512040) was released by USDA-ARS and the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry Experiment Station in 1987. In 1976, N.C. Edwards selected 27 white clover clones from the site of a former white clover variety test following a severe drought at the Mississippi Brown Loam Experiment Station, Raymond, MS. These drought tolerant clones had survived from 1 July 1976 to 1 Nov. 1976 with 159 mm (6.3 in.) of rainfall. During this moisture deficit period, there were 63 d with only 23 mm (0.79 in.) of rainfall. Twenty replications of the clones were planted in a polycross nursery in the fall of 1977. Five clones with severe disease symptoms were eliminated prior to flowering. Polycross seed was harvested in 1978 and polycross progenies of the remaining 22 clones were evaluated for 3 yr and compared to 'Regal' and 'Tillman' for persistence and forage production. In general, polycross progenies were superior to Regal and Tillman. Equal amounts of seed by weight were combined from the 22 clones and named Brown Loam Synthetic No. 2. This synthetic was entered in white clover variety tests at Mississippi State, MS, in 1978MS, in , 1980MS, in , 1981MS, in , and 1982. Forage yield and persistence of the synthetic exceeded Regal and Tillman in the second, third, and fourth year of testing (3).
